
Tutorial: How to Cut Out Photos in Photoshop 

          

             Original                                                                                                                                      Final

                            

1) Open Photoshop. Go to file > open, and click on the image that you want to use. For this 

example, I’m using a picture of Michelle’s cat, Kitty Purry. 

 
2) Go to the panel on the right. Right click “Background” and click  “Duplicate Layer.” Now you can 

delete the original background layer by right clicking it and choosing the “Delete Layer” option. 

 



3) You should now have a layer named “Background copy.” Go to the panel on the far left and click 

on the Pen tool (the one above the “T”).  

 
4) Zoom into the picture so that you can clearly see the outline of the object you want to cut out. 

Using the pen tool, outline the object in increments. You should have several points around your 

object. Remember that the more precise your outline is, the better the picture will look. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5) Once you have outlined your object (making sure to complete the outline by clicking on your 

ORIGINAL point) the points will go away, leaving a thin gray outline. Carefully right click on the 

outline you have made and choose the “Make Selection” option. To make the edge of the 

picture smooth, choose a feather radius (I chose 10px) then click OK. 

                 

 
6) Now go to the top menu on the screen and choose Select > Inverse. Immediately hit the 

“Delete” button on your keyboard. The background of your image should now be full of gray and 

white boxes (which means that it’s transparent). To deselect, go to Select > Deselect, or hit 

“Command + D.”  

      



7) From this point, you can choose to copy and paste the object into another image, or add a 

colored background. Or you can just leave the background transparent. 

 
8) Only some files can be saved with a transparent background (for example, JPEGs don’t support 

transparency). You will need to save it as a TIFF (for print) or a PNG (for web). You will probably 

want to save it as a PNG. To do this, go to File > Save As> Format> PNG (or TIFF).  

 

NOW YOU’RE DONE. CONGRATULATE YOURSELF ON MASTERING TECHNOLOGY. 

 

 

 


