
Each year, The Dallas Morning News supports
excellence in journalism by recognizing
outstanding high school newspaper staffers.
Student newspaper staffs from throughout North Texas are invited to participate
in The Dallas Morning News High School Journalism Day. The event
will be on Wednesday, April 18, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the Hughes-Trigg
Student Center at Southern Methodist University, 3140 Dyer Street in Dallas.

Students will attend journalism seminars conducted by Dallas Morning News
staff members and other news professionals. Topics include sportswriting,
photojournalism, graphics and page design, editorials and online journalism.
And there will be a special session for teachers only.

A luncheon and awards program will follow. The awards program recognizes the
winners of The Dallas Morning News’ High School Journalism Competition.
There are prizes for best newspaper and website, as well as prizes for outstanding
individuals, as chosen by a judging panel of professional journalists and university
faculty members. A special award will be presented to each participating school’s
Most Valuable Staffer, and a Best Writer and Best Photographer will be honored.

All schools are invited to participate in both the Journalism Competition and
Journalism Day. Schools that enter the competition don’t have to be present to
win; and, schools don’t have to participate in the competition to attend the event.

Inside are details on the competition, eligibility requirements, contest rules and
an application form.

Entries must be received by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, March 2, 2012.

Wednesday
April 18, 2012

9:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Southern Methodist University

Hughes-Trigg Student Center

3140 Dyer Street

Dallas, TX 75205
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BEST SERIES OR PROJECT
May include multiple stories in a single issue or stories on one topic
from different issues. Articles may have more than one author.

BEST WEBSITE
Judges will review each website during one week in March. Entries will be
judged on content, design and ease of navigation. Special attention will be
paid to content that is unique to the online publication. Provide URL on the
entry form.

MOST VALUABLE STAFFER
The adviser from each school may select one member of the staff on the
basis of the student’s contributions, talent, energy, enthusiasm, leadership,
sense of teamwork and demonstrated ability to learn and grow as a journal-
ist. The student must have been on staff since production of the first issue
of the current school year. Advisers may choose not to designate a “Most
Valuable Staffer.”

TO ENTER
1. Review and comply with all rules.
2. Complete official entry form.
3. Label all entries, as outlined in the rules.
4. Submit entries to: The Dallas Morning News

Attn: Cindy MacFarlane
1st floor
508 Young Street
Dallas TX 75202

5. Please mark “Journalism Day” on the outside of the envelope.

DEADLINE
Entries may be mailed, sent by private carrier or hand-delivered – but they
must be received by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, March 2, 2012. No exceptions.

QUESTIONS?
Call or email Bruce Tomaso, 214-977-8213, or btomaso@dallasnews.com

ELIGIBILITY
To participate in High School Journalism Day or the Journalism
Competition, a school must:

1. Offer a high school curriculum through the 12th grade.

2. Regularly produce a school newspaper or other news

publication, such as an online newspaper.

RULES
1. Schools compete in one of two classes, based on size:

• Class A – 2,000 or more enrolled students

• Class B – Fewer than 2,000 enrolled students

2. Entries must be clipped, photocopied, or printed out and submitted
on 8.5 x 11 sheets of paper. Include headlines with articles and cut-
lines with photos. On the back of each page, include the following
information: Class (A or B), contest category name, publication date,
journalist’s name, newspaper name and school.

3. Each school should submit one completed copy of the Official Entry
Form that is included in this document. It is not necessary to complete
a form for each individual entry. On the entry form, mark the catego-
ries that your school is entering. Be sure you also tell us which class
your school is in, based on its enrollment (See Rule 1). The completed
entry form should be submitted together with all of the school’s entries.

4. In photo categories, only published photos will be accepted. Submit
tear-sheets or photocopies from the publication – not actual photos
printed on photographic stock. Include the same identifying information
as specified for written entries. (Rule 2.)

5. In the video category, URLs, DVDs or electronic files (such as on a
flash drive) may be submitted. Include the same identifying information
as specified for written entries. (Rule 2.)

6. Entries must have been published in the current (2011-2012)
academic year.

7. Entries that don’t comply with the rules will be disqualified.

8. Entries cannot be returned.

9. Decisions of the judges are final.

JUDGING
Judging will be based on journalistic content. Schools won’t be penalized
if their means of production are limited, nor will they be rewarded for
having access to more sophisticated production tools. (Visual appearance,
nonetheless, is a consideration in judging the photo, graphics, cartoon/
illustration, page design, and video categories.) Photocopied entries will
be given the same consideration as actual clips, provided the photocopies
are complete and legible. Parochial and private schools compete against
public schools of a comparable size (Class A or Class B).

AWARDS
Plaques will be given to the winners in each category. Honorable-mention
awards will also be presented. One overall Best Writer and one overall
Best Photographer will be chosen from among the category winners.
Those two student journalists will receive special recognition. Honorable
mention recipients also will be recognized.

COMPETITION CATEGORIES

SINGLE ENTRY CATEGORIES – These are entries consisting
of one article, photo or video. Students may be entered in as many differ-
ent categories as they wish, but each student is limited to one entry per
category. (A school may submit multiple entries in a category, provided
each was produced by a different student.) Entries with single bylines or
joint bylines are permitted. If a student’s name appears in a joint byline,
that counts as his or her one entry for that category.

News Reporting - Judges will look for timeliness, accuracy, precision, a
strong lead, clear writing and sensible story organization. The story should
reflect thorough reporting (including interviews) and an effort to pres-
ent all sides fairly and with balance. An imaginative approach and bright
writing often separate an award-winning story from run-of-the-mill ones.
If there were exceptional deadline circumstances that made it particularly
difficult to get a story done on time, those may be briefly described in an
accompanying note.

Sports Reporting – See judges’ criteria for News Reporting.

Short Feature (600 words or fewer) – These are stories that allow
for a more creative expression. They’re meant to entertain as well as
inform. They needn’t involve deadline coverage of a breaking news event
(but they can). They can be about any subject. Judges will look for color-
ful writing, ingenuity, an eye for detail, and an ability to evoke emotion in
readers – as well as accuracy, thoroughness and organization.

Long Feature (more than 600 words) – See judges’ criteria for
Short Feature.

Sports Feature (any length) – These can deal with any aspect of
sports, the athletes, teams and coaches who compete in them or the cultur-
al phenomena related to fandom. See judges’ criteria for Short Feature.

Editorial - Any article except a review that expresses the writer’s
opinion.

Review – Criticism of a movie, CD, book, concert, play, video game or
other performance or work of art.

News Photo - Any single image from a news event.

Sports Photo - Any single image from or related to a sports event.

Feature Photo - Any single image dealing with people or events not
necessarily related to breaking news or a sports event.

Video – Any news, sports or feature video produced for and published to
an online news site. Video entries may be the work of a single student or a
team. They’ll be judged on content as well as visual quality, composition,
editing and demonstration of technical skills.

PORTFOLIO CATEGORIES – Must include three samples of work
by the same student. Joint bylines or team entries are not permitted. Only
one entry per student in each category. Students can, however, enter as
many different categories as they like, and a school can submit multiple
entries in a single category if each entry is from a different student.

Headline Portfolio - Judging will be based on clarity, creativity and
an ability to accurately describe the article within the constraints of the
headline’s length.

Column Portfolio – Editorial, sports, feature or news columns by
one writer.

Photo Portfolio – Images dealing with any one subject, or with
different subjects.

Graphics Portfolio – Informational graphics from any section or page,
including sports. (Not illustrations or cartoons.)

Cartoon/Illustration Portfolio – May include cartoons or illustrations
that accompanied a story, or stand-alone cartoons or illustrations, or both.
If attaching a story helps explain the cartoon or illustration or helps dem-
onstrate its effectiveness, that story may be included with the entry.

Page Design Portfolio – May include pages from any section – news,
sports, features, etc. – or combination of sections. Pages may contain ads.
Submit the entire pages. The entry should demonstrate the designer’s
ability to combine page elements (including type, photos, graphics, illus-
trations, and white space) in a way that’s both aesthetically pleasing and
functional. Design should support, never interfere with, storytelling. And it
should help readers navigate visually across a page and through a paper.

BEST NEWSPAPER
Submit one copy of three different issues from the current school year.

OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM
PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT

Please fill out the following information. Entries must be received by 5:00 p.m. on March 2, 2012.

School Name ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Publ ication Name _______________________________________________________________________________________

Address/City/ZIP ______________________________________________________________________________________

Sponsor Name __________________________________________________________________________________________

Sponsor Email __________________________________________________________________________________________

Sponsor Phone _________________________________________________________________________________________

School Classif ication: ■ Class A (2,000 + enrollment) ■ Class B (under 2,000 enrollment)

■ We plan to attend Journalism Day ■ We DO NOT plan to attend Journalism Day

**Space limitations require us to restrict participation to eight (8) representatives from each school (includes both teacher/sponsor and students).
**The list of finalists in each competition category will be e-mailed to sponsors in advance of Journalism Day.

■ We are entering the Journalism Competition

Please check the categories in which you are submitting entries:

SINGLE ENTRY CATEGORIES

■ News Reporting

■ Sports News Reporting

■ Short Feature

■ Long Feature

■ Sports Feature

■ Editorial

■ Review

■ News Photo

■ Sports Photo

■ Feature Photo

■ Video

PORTFOLIO ENTRY CATEGORIES

■ Headline Portfolio

■ Column Portfolio

■ Photo Portfolio

■ Graphics Portfolio

■ Cartoon/Illustration Portfolio

■ Page Design Portfolio

NON-INDIVIDUAL ENTRY CATEGORIES

■ Best Newspaper

■ Best Series or Project

■ Best Website

_______________________________________
(include your publication’s URL here)

MOST VALUABLE STAFFER

Name___________________________________________

Position _________________________________________

■ I choose not to designate a Most Valuable Staffer.
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BEST SERIES OR PROJECT
May include multiple stories in a single issue or stories on one topic
from different issues. Articles may have more than one author.

BEST WEBSITE
Judges will review each website during one week in March. Entries will be
judged on content, design and ease of navigation. Special attention will be
paid to content that is unique to the online publication. Provide URL on the
entry form.

MOST VALUABLE STAFFER
The adviser from each school may select one member of the staff on the
basis of the student’s contributions, talent, energy, enthusiasm, leadership,
sense of teamwork and demonstrated ability to learn and grow as a journal-
ist. The student must have been on staff since production of the first issue
of the current school year. Advisers may choose not to designate a “Most
Valuable Staffer.”

TO ENTER
1. Review and comply with all rules.
2. Complete official entry form.
3. Label all entries, as outlined in the rules.
4. Submit entries to: The Dallas Morning News

Attn: Cindy MacFarlane
1st floor
508 Young Street
Dallas TX 75202

5. Please mark “Journalism Day” on the outside of the envelope.

DEADLINE
Entries may be mailed, sent by private carrier or hand-delivered – but they
must be received by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, March 2, 2012. No exceptions.

QUESTIONS?
Call or email Bruce Tomaso, 214-977-8213, or btomaso@dallasnews.com

ELIGIBILITY
To participate in High School Journalism Day or the Journalism
Competition, a school must:

1. Offer a high school curriculum through the 12th grade.

2. Regularly produce a school newspaper or other news

publication, such as an online newspaper.

RULES
1. Schools compete in one of two classes, based on size:

• Class A – 2,000 or more enrolled students

• Class B – Fewer than 2,000 enrolled students

2. Entries must be clipped, photocopied, or printed out and submitted
on 8.5 x 11 sheets of paper. Include headlines with articles and cut-
lines with photos. On the back of each page, include the following
information: Class (A or B), contest category name, publication date,
journalist’s name, newspaper name and school.

3. Each school should submit one completed copy of the Official Entry
Form that is included in this document. It is not necessary to complete
a form for each individual entry. On the entry form, mark the catego-
ries that your school is entering. Be sure you also tell us which class
your school is in, based on its enrollment (See Rule 1). The completed
entry form should be submitted together with all of the school’s entries.

4. In photo categories, only published photos will be accepted. Submit
tear-sheets or photocopies from the publication – not actual photos
printed on photographic stock. Include the same identifying information
as specified for written entries. (Rule 2.)

5. In the video category, URLs, DVDs or electronic files (such as on a
flash drive) may be submitted. Include the same identifying information
as specified for written entries. (Rule 2.)

6. Entries must have been published in the current (2011-2012)
academic year.

7. Entries that don’t comply with the rules will be disqualified.

8. Entries cannot be returned.

9. Decisions of the judges are final.

JUDGING
Judging will be based on journalistic content. Schools won’t be penalized
if their means of production are limited, nor will they be rewarded for
having access to more sophisticated production tools. (Visual appearance,
nonetheless, is a consideration in judging the photo, graphics, cartoon/
illustration, page design, and video categories.) Photocopied entries will
be given the same consideration as actual clips, provided the photocopies
are complete and legible. Parochial and private schools compete against
public schools of a comparable size (Class A or Class B).

AWARDS
Plaques will be given to the winners in each category. Honorable-mention
awards will also be presented. One overall Best Writer and one overall
Best Photographer will be chosen from among the category winners.
Those two student journalists will receive special recognition. Honorable
mention recipients also will be recognized.

COMPETITION CATEGORIES

SINGLE ENTRY CATEGORIES – These are entries consisting
of one article, photo or video. Students may be entered in as many differ-
ent categories as they wish, but each student is limited to one entry per
category. (A school may submit multiple entries in a category, provided
each was produced by a different student.) Entries with single bylines or
joint bylines are permitted. If a student’s name appears in a joint byline,
that counts as his or her one entry for that category.

News Reporting - Judges will look for timeliness, accuracy, precision, a
strong lead, clear writing and sensible story organization. The story should
reflect thorough reporting (including interviews) and an effort to pres-
ent all sides fairly and with balance. An imaginative approach and bright
writing often separate an award-winning story from run-of-the-mill ones.
If there were exceptional deadline circumstances that made it particularly
difficult to get a story done on time, those may be briefly described in an
accompanying note.

Sports Reporting – See judges’ criteria for News Reporting.

Short Feature (600 words or fewer) – These are stories that allow
for a more creative expression. They’re meant to entertain as well as
inform. They needn’t involve deadline coverage of a breaking news event
(but they can). They can be about any subject. Judges will look for color-
ful writing, ingenuity, an eye for detail, and an ability to evoke emotion in
readers – as well as accuracy, thoroughness and organization.

Long Feature (more than 600 words) – See judges’ criteria for
Short Feature.

Sports Feature (any length) – These can deal with any aspect of
sports, the athletes, teams and coaches who compete in them or the cultur-
al phenomena related to fandom. See judges’ criteria for Short Feature.

Editorial - Any article except a review that expresses the writer’s
opinion.

Review – Criticism of a movie, CD, book, concert, play, video game or
other performance or work of art.

News Photo - Any single image from a news event.

Sports Photo - Any single image from or related to a sports event.

Feature Photo - Any single image dealing with people or events not
necessarily related to breaking news or a sports event.

Video – Any news, sports or feature video produced for and published to
an online news site. Video entries may be the work of a single student or a
team. They’ll be judged on content as well as visual quality, composition,
editing and demonstration of technical skills.

PORTFOLIO CATEGORIES – Must include three samples of work
by the same student. Joint bylines or team entries are not permitted. Only
one entry per student in each category. Students can, however, enter as
many different categories as they like, and a school can submit multiple
entries in a single category if each entry is from a different student.

Headline Portfolio - Judging will be based on clarity, creativity and
an ability to accurately describe the article within the constraints of the
headline’s length.

Column Portfolio – Editorial, sports, feature or news columns by
one writer.

Photo Portfolio – Images dealing with any one subject, or with
different subjects.

Graphics Portfolio – Informational graphics from any section or page,
including sports. (Not illustrations or cartoons.)

Cartoon/Illustration Portfolio – May include cartoons or illustrations
that accompanied a story, or stand-alone cartoons or illustrations, or both.
If attaching a story helps explain the cartoon or illustration or helps dem-
onstrate its effectiveness, that story may be included with the entry.

Page Design Portfolio – May include pages from any section – news,
sports, features, etc. – or combination of sections. Pages may contain ads.
Submit the entire pages. The entry should demonstrate the designer’s
ability to combine page elements (including type, photos, graphics, illus-
trations, and white space) in a way that’s both aesthetically pleasing and
functional. Design should support, never interfere with, storytelling. And it
should help readers navigate visually across a page and through a paper.

BEST NEWSPAPER
Submit one copy of three different issues from the current school year.

OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM
PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT

Please fill out the following information. Entries must be received by 5:00 p.m. on March 2, 2012.

School Name ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Publ ication Name _______________________________________________________________________________________

Address/City/ZIP ______________________________________________________________________________________

Sponsor Name __________________________________________________________________________________________

Sponsor Email __________________________________________________________________________________________

Sponsor Phone _________________________________________________________________________________________

School Classif ication: ■ Class A (2,000 + enrollment) ■ Class B (under 2,000 enrollment)

■ We plan to attend Journalism Day ■ We DO NOT plan to attend Journalism Day

**Space limitations require us to restrict participation to eight (8) representatives from each school (includes both teacher/sponsor and students).
**The list of finalists in each competition category will be e-mailed to sponsors in advance of Journalism Day.

■ We are entering the Journalism Competition

Please check the categories in which you are submitting entries:

SINGLE ENTRY CATEGORIES

■ News Reporting

■ Sports News Reporting

■ Short Feature

■ Long Feature

■ Sports Feature

■ Editorial

■ Review

■ News Photo

■ Sports Photo

■ Feature Photo

■ Video

PORTFOLIO ENTRY CATEGORIES

■ Headline Portfolio

■ Column Portfolio

■ Photo Portfolio

■ Graphics Portfolio

■ Cartoon/Illustration Portfolio

■ Page Design Portfolio

NON-INDIVIDUAL ENTRY CATEGORIES

■ Best Newspaper

■ Best Series or Project

■ Best Website

_______________________________________
(include your publication’s URL here)

MOST VALUABLE STAFFER

Name___________________________________________

Position _________________________________________

■ I choose not to designate a Most Valuable Staffer.
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Each year, The Dallas Morning News supports
excellence in journalism by recognizing
outstanding high school newspaper staffers.
Student newspaper staffs from throughout North Texas are invited to participate
in The Dallas Morning News High School Journalism Day. The event
will be on Wednesday, April 18, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the Hughes-Trigg
Student Center at Southern Methodist University, 3140 Dyer Street in Dallas.

Students will attend journalism seminars conducted by Dallas Morning News
staff members and other news professionals. Topics include sportswriting,
photojournalism, graphics and page design, editorials and online journalism.
And there will be a special session for teachers only.

A luncheon and awards program will follow. The awards program recognizes the
winners of The Dallas Morning News’ High School Journalism Competition.
There are prizes for best newspaper and website, as well as prizes for outstanding
individuals, as chosen by a judging panel of professional journalists and university
faculty members. A special award will be presented to each participating school’s
Most Valuable Staffer, and a Best Writer and Best Photographer will be honored.

All schools are invited to participate in both the Journalism Competition and
Journalism Day. Schools that enter the competition don’t have to be present to
win; and, schools don’t have to participate in the competition to attend the event.

Inside are details on the competition, eligibility requirements, contest rules and
an application form.

Entries must be received by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, March 2, 2012.

Wednesday
April 18, 2012

9:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Southern Methodist University

Hughes-Trigg Student Center

3140 Dyer Street

Dallas, TX 75205
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