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For the next 117 seconds, she laid on the court helpless, unconscious. Running at 

full speed after the ball, she hit a metal pole at head on, lost complete control of her body 

and then fell backwards hitting the back of her skull on the court.   

“The last memory I had was my opponent deeply lobbing the ball over my head,” 

Cauley said. “I ran back towards the fence after the ball, swung at it, but afterwards, my 

momentum forced me closer towards the fence.  All I was thinking about was I am one 

point away for securing our team’s victory, one shot. Because my eye had been focused 

on the ball the entire time I ran and because there were so many people standing there 

against the fence, I could not see the metal pole that had mistakenly been placed on the 

courtside of the fence.” 

Her eyelids, heavier than the weight of her team on her shoulders, were nearly 

impossible to open once she regained consciousness. She heard her name murmured 

louder and louder and finally was able to crack open her eyes. “Do you know where you 

are?” her coach Jane Jackson asked. “No,” she faintly coughed out. “What day is it?” her 

mother Donna Cauley asked. She lay there unresponsive to the question, barely awake.  

“The worst part about the concussion was not the embarrassment of telling the 

story to others, nor sitting out of tennis for two months, nor struggling in my courses 

when I returned to school,” Cauley said. “The reality of letting my entire team, which I 

may add was two-thirds seniors, down when we could have set a new school record was 

the worst. Our victory was in sight and I lost it with my accident. I will never get that 

back. No one will. I knew I had let everyone down and I refused to let that happen 

again.” 



And she didn’t.  

After sitting out during half the season, Julianne worked harder than anyone else 

on the team to rehabilitate her stroke and stamina. She and her partner Logan Astudillo 

continued to win the girls doubles district title- defeated school rival Southlake Carroll 

twice and Coppell’s own No. 1 seeded senior pair.  

After she won the medal, her coach called her into her office and asked her how it 

felt to be the individual district champion after coming in to the tournament unseeded. 

“How I started doesn’t matter to me, I just couldn’t finish off my season like the last,” 

she said. Her coach stood up, and from behind her back revealed a larger plaque that 

read, “Overall District Champions – Coppell High.” Cauley stood there speechless - hand 

posed on her forehead where she had been injured the season before – as her coach 

informed her that the points had been totaled and her last match had won the team the 

championship.  
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