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What to look for 

� Something that stirs emotion and captures the 
reader.  

�  It “paints” the picture. We want to the reader 
to familiarize themselves with the topic and 
people associated with the piece. 

� Flows and makes an easy transition into the 
rest of the piece.  

� Use an active voice, strong subjects, and 
verbs.  

� Be specific. 
 



EXAMPLES  
The plane slips into a dive as captain Whip 
Whitaker struggles to gain control of his plane, 
passengers are yelling out in fear of their lives as 
the plane continues to descend. The copilot and 
flight attendant struggle to keep calm as Whitaker, 
played by Denzel Washington, inverts the plane in 
order to slow down the descent. Once the plane 
flips right side up again for the descent they brace 
for impact as they collide against the rough 
ground of an open field. 
-Corrina Taylor, Take off to see Flight 

Students and parents are driving to 
school, when they see a young man 
riding his bike alongside the road. 
Beads of sweat trace his hairline as he 
stares into the distance; a normal 
scene for a Monday morning—until 
they take a closer look and notice the 
prosthetic legs, working in mechanical 
unison to move the wheelchair 
adaptation of a bike. 
-Kimberly Del Angel, Muenster takes a 
different shot at life 

Custodian Margie DeLeon arrives at 6 a.m. and 
turns on the lights. She then cleans the office 
areas, checks the restroom toilet dispensers, puts 
up the flags outside and then moves on to clean 
breakfast tables. Cleaning around the tables, she 
watches a group of students leave out bundles of 
empty trays and wrappers. She does not always 
expect students to take the responsibility; this is a 
normal routine. 
-Erica Rhode, Inside the job of a high school 
custodian 



What to avoid 

�  Starting leads with a quote.  
�  Open ended and generic— “To have 
�  something so vital as an arm or a leg, then lose it 

forever is unfathomable; to be born without it and 
live forevermore in that manner is 
incomprehensible—unless you are the one behind 
the story.” 

�  Dates/statistics  
�  Leads that play off or parody the opening lines of 

"A Tale of Two Cities": "It was the best of times, it 
was the worst of times.” 

�  Question leads – Ex. "Can you guess what city 
recently placed dead last in a ranking of per 
capita income?” 

�  Leads beginning with “imagine” – Ex. "Imagine 
that you had no legs. Then you might have an 
idea of what life is like for poor Joe Schmoe.” 

�  Avoid “according to Webster's dictionary” lead. 

With the help of Lee Enterprises—Writing Matters.   



BAD EXAMPLES  

 ”28 September 2010 – From achieving global anti-
poverty targets to tackling climate change and 
other critical environmental issues, the bloc of 
developing nations known as the “Group of 77 
and China” has a vital role to play in ensuring 
progress on a host of priorities on the United 
Nations agenda, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
said today.” 
-UN News Centre, Group 77 

 ”Occupy Wall Street began to 
disintegrate in rapid fashion last winter, 
when the weekly meetings in New 
York City devolved into a spectacle of 
fistfights and vicious arguments.” 
-AP, 1 year on, Occupy is in disarray; 
spirit lives on 
 

Why is it bad? 
 
-Doesn’t offer 
enough 
information, 
lacking 
substance.   
 

Why is it bad? 
  
-Too wordy.  
-Too many 
clauses. 
-Confusing 


