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Defining and Breaking The

common high school stereotypes

What is the stereotype of your group?
“They hang out in the band hallway. In drama, that they are stuck 

up, overdramatic, always thinking about High School Musical, and 
never get their homework done. For choir kids, that everyone is in 
love with the best choirs because our concerts are full.”

How do you break the stereotype?
“I do not stick with just one aspect of the performing arts. I 

probably involve myself in every performing art. I have helped with 
the Parade of Lights and incorporated strings at choir concerts and 
vice versa. I am in choir, and I have done every aspect there is in 
drama - tech, acting, and props/costumes. Being involved in all this, 
I am still in the top five percent of my class and play tennis.”

How do you fit the stereotype? 
“I am always thinking about musicals, always singing, and am 

overdramatic.”
What do you like about it?
“I like that kids love the choir and want to listen to us.”
What do you not like about it?
“That people think we are way too bubbly and weird.”

What is the stereotype of your group?
“When you meet new people they think you are dumb 

because you spend more time in the weight room then in the 
classroom.” 

“How do you break the stereotype?
“I have an unweighted GPA of 4.0. A lot of colleges 

are recruiting me not just because of football but because of 
grades as well.” 

How do you fit the stereotype?
I have played varsity football for four years, I love sports, 

I weight lift everyday, and I have the body type. I plan on 
playing football in college and always having sports in my 
life. Yes, I am a jock, but grades do matter.” 

What do you not like about it?
“To prove [people] wrong I tell them my GPA or talk 

intelligently and try to outsmart them. People need to get to 
know someone before they judge them. Just because I play 
sports does not make me dumb. I need a great education to 
also succeed in life.” 

What is the stereotype of your 
group?

“The typical valley girl talk or how all the 
preps act perfect around everyone.”

How do you break the stereo-
type?

“I break it by the advanced classes that I take 
and I do not act ditzy. I also can say that I am not 
a perfect person and I do not try to be.”

How do you fit the stereotype? 
“I mean I do have my moments when I act 

like a prep. I fit the stereotype by the clothes that 
I wear and sometimes by the way I talk. Another 
way that I could be classified as this is because 
of being on the poms team.”

What do you like about it?
“I do not mind it anymore.”

What do you not like about it?
“Just the fact that many people find preps 

annoying bugs me.”

What is the stereotype of your group?
“People see me with different girls. I am a hand-

some, fresh, young man. People consider me a player 
mainly because of my swag and the people I hang 
out with.”

How do you break the stereotype?
“I just have fun - partying, getting to know different 

girls, and figuring out what they are about.”
How do you fit the stereotype? 
“I do not fit the stereotype at all.”
What do you like about it?
“I get all the girls.”
What do you not like about it?
“All the people that think I am a player out there, 

I am not. Get to know me.”

Jock
Nick Sampson, 12

Slacker
Danny Twogood, 10

Brainiac
Ashleigh Kanack, 11

Emo
Sydney Turman, 10

Player
Jevair Drake, 12

Prep
Angie So, 10

What is the stereotype of your group?
“[We are] brains. I am also seen as an overachiever 

and a ‘goody-two-shoes’.” 
How do you break the stereotype?
“I do not think I am a nerd. I can be talkative in 

class. I really like to do silly things and mess around. 
I like to play sports too.”

How do you fit the stereotype?
“I really enjoy school. I take a bunch of A.P. 

classes, and I am a bit of a perfectionist.”
What do you like about it?
“I like the feeling of success I get when I get good 

grades for all the work I have done. I also like that it 
can help me get to where I want to be. Can you say 
medical school? Neurosurgeon!” 

What do you not like about it?
“I do not like that people assume that I am weird 

or stuck up or incapable of having fun. Just because I 
do a lot of homework and have a bunch of debate meets 
does not mean that I cannot be a goofy teen.”

What is the stereotype of your group?
“We are usually antisocial, wear skinny jeans, and 

listen to death metal and screamo. We are depressed and 
cut ourselves.”

How do you break the stereotype?
“I do not necessarily listen to death metal. I am a happy 

emo. I am probably one of the happiest people you will ever 
meet. I rarely hang out by myself, and I am always with 
people. I get sad when I am alone.”

How do you fit the stereotype?
“The way I dress, and I do listen to some screamo.”
What do you like about it?
“I think the style is cute. I do not like the prep style. 

We are not afraid to express ourselves.”
What do you not like about it? 
“That everyone who wears skinny jeans automatically 

cuts themselves and is depressed.”

Firssttt iiiimmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmpressssiioooooooonnnnnnnnns aare iiimmmmmmmppppporrtant... buutt ddddoooooooooonnnnnnnnnnnnn’t juddgggggeeeeeeee a bboooookkkkk bbbbbyyyy itts coverr
What is the stereotype of your 

group?
“We do not pay attention much and are 

always goofing off when we are supposed to be 
working.”

How do you break the stereotype?
“People think that we never do any work, and 

sometimes that is not true. I know that I work hard 
and practice for band almost every day.”

How do you fit the stereotype?
“Being a slacker does fit me.”
What do you like about it?
“I like being able to just say, ‘oh, I forgot.’ My 

geography teacher hates me for it. Work and I just 
do not get along.”

What do you not like about it?
“Just because someone acts a certain way 

sometimes does not mean they should be judged 
by other people. If people call them a slacker, 
then that is how they are going to act because it is 
expected of them.”

Performer
Tiffany Cardenas, 12

Communicator
 Community HS
Ann Arbor, Mich.

Th e Scout
 Overland HS
Aurora, Colo.
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Th e Liberator
 LBJ/LASA HS
Austin, Texas

Cub Reporter
 Lawrence Central HS
Indianapolis, Ind.

Panther Pride
 Midlothian HS

Midlothian, Texas
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Redwood Bark
 Redwood HS
Larkspur, Calif.

Th e ReMarker
 St. Mark’s School of Texas
Dallas, Texas

North Star
 Francis Howell North HS
St. Charles, Mo.

Th e Marquee,  Marcus HS, Flower Mound, Texas
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Guys: impressing girls is hard, so why not 
make it easier?

Think back to kindergarten, when you had a 
crush on a different girl every day. Is it really that 
different in high school? People fall in and out of 
love every day. Always moving on to something or 
someone different. Always in search of something 
better.

No one really knows what girls want. It is not 
a science; it is a matter of personal opinion. Ev-
eryone has different hobbies. For example, girls 
have different interests, especially when it comes 
to guys. 

No two guys are the same, just like girls. Some 
say that opposites attract, but that is not always the 
case.

You will never hear a girl deny that a good 
physique does not add to the attraction of a guy. 

“I look at height, good looks, his personality 
and abs,” junior Christina Baker said.

It is not all about the physical attraction girls 
have to guys, however. Personality has a lot to do 
with why we like the guys we do.

“Personality is my biggest thing,” sophomore 
Amber Schiller said. 

Along with all positives about guys, there are 
also negatives. Some girls view the way guys act 
differently than the guy does. For instance, one girl 
might like guys to be cocky and think that they are 
better than everyone, while another girl might hate 
a guy who thinks he is superior to everyone around 

him.
“Oh my goodness, guys are stupid. I think 

they’re jerks. Sometimes I think guys just use girls 
to get what they want,” Schiller said. “I don’t re-
ally hate guys; I hate when guys are cocky about 
stuff.”

Most people believe that girls mature two 
years faster than guys, but this is not a fact. Girls 
get tired of acting like a 13-year-old giddy girl, so 
they suck it up and mature. Most guys could care 
less. This is why girls go for older guys. Girls may 
just think they will make it through high school 
much more smoothly with upperclassmen to watch 
over them.

“I think if the guy is two years older, then the 
girls will show some kind of interest, but not if he 
is Hugh Hefner,” Baker said.

Now guys, on a more serious note: we have 
some tips for you from your fellow ladies who see 
you on a daily basis. Most girls do not just talk to 
hear the sound of their own voice; we talk because 
we have something to say to you. And you better 
listen because we think what we have to say is im-
portant and if you don’t listen, you will most likely 
get a slap in the face or be rejected.

“My biggest turnoff would definitely have to 
be medieval guys,” junior Catie Bitzer said. “Me-
dieval guys have long hair. They look grody and 
gross. The worst is when medieval guys have bad 
hygiene.”

So guys, remember these major self-help tips. 
No girl wants to date a bum. We do not want to 
hear you fart. And we really would love it if you 
would bathe more than once a week; especially 
those who play sports.

When in doubt, remember: ‘Boys went to Ju-
piter to get more stupider; girls went to Mars to 
get more candy bars.’ There is no denying that it 
is pure fact.

The guy’s mind: half controlled 
by reason with the conflicting other 
half that is controlled by hormones. 
We are so torn.

Guys confuse you and at times, 
we confuse ourselves. It seems like such 

an ugly truth. But as much as we look at the 
physical appearance, we also look at who 
you are inside. We look at things that might 
contradict the stereotype that the movie 
“The Ugly Truth” represented. We have to 
find out if you are forgiving, kind and un-
derstanding. It is also important to know if 
you are fun, flirty or smart.

“I hate straight ditzy girls,” senior Chris 
Trower said. “There could be some center-
fold and I go to talk to her but she’s stupid. 
Dude, you can’t fix stupid. Once you lock 
wedding rings on them you can fix and lift 
other things but you still can’t fix stupid.”  

We will spend far more time deciding 
what we like about your personality than 
we will on your appearance. We have to see 
what moves our hearts and not what moves 
our eyes. You know that feeling you get, 
like being wrapped in a warm blanket by 
a fire and not having a care in the world? 
Yes, we boys have that feeling too. And we 
get that feeling because of you. So remove 
the idea that we solely want to look at your 
“assets.” 

Maybe it is not such an ugly truth after 
all. We want to get to know the things that 
we are going to have to deal with over time. 
If we are honestly looking for a relationship, 
then hopefully we will realize that your per-
sonality is going to play a more major role 
than your physical appearance. 

We want to know if you are responsible, 
if you are optimistic even when we lose the 
big game. Now, I am not going to say that 
those are the only things that factor into our 
decision. There has to be physical attraction 
and there is just no way around that. 

So what do some of the Timberland 
guys look for? 

“A unibrow is very unattractive, and 
nose hair and ear hair. Just like, hair that’s 
not supposed to be there,” senior Donnie 
Sando said. 

We guys learned a trick a long time ago 
called shaving. It might not be the best solu-
tion but you could try it. Anytime you have 
more hair on your body than a boy (with the 
exception of swimmers) it is going to send 
some red flags.

“I hate those fake bake girls,” Trower 
said. 

Girls, we don’t live in Miami. We do 
not expect you to look like you have been 
lying on the beach for hours and you do not 
have to look orange. 

“Girls who dress too much to impress 
are flashy,” junior Mickey Conrad said.

We like girls who dress nice, but nice 
can follow the school dress code. Most 
of us have great imaginations, so you can 
leave some details to that. And if you do end 
up being our girlfriend, most of us would 
rather you not “advertise” anymore. 

“An Adam’s apple on a girl would be 
a big turn off,” senior Corey Hart said. I do 
not think I need to elaborate on that at all. 

Ugly, maybe, but it is probably not as 
bad as you assumed.  We use our eyes, but 
more than that we use our hearts.

A PERFECT COUPLE
Seniors Melanie McCallister and 
Justin Verbryck strut their stuff pos-
ing for  our school’s own version of 
“The Ugly Truth.”Photos by Brittany Lyle

 
    Girl 
Translations... 
   For the boys.

Most girls do not say what we really mean.
We want you to think as much as we do. So here are a few 

translations to give you a head start with translating the way we 

talk. And remember, girls are smarter than boys.

~When you ask a girl if she is okay, and she responds saying she is, 

ASK HER WHAT’S WRONG!

~When girls flirt, they are somewhat interested.. Either in the 

attention, or you. Ask them, otherwise you may never know.

~When a girl will not tell you who she likes, it is most likely you. 

~If you ask if she cares and she says no, she is lying.

~Girls are afraid of rejection. It is as simple as that. 

~When a girl asks how she looks, she does not want the truth; she just wants 

some kind of compliment. A compliment will make her remember you.

~Most girls think that looks are everything. Even if she does not say so. 

According to 
our poll of 130 
students, both 
guys and girls 
look for physical 
appearance the 

most.

timberland’suglytruth
In the hit summer film The Ugly Truth, TV producer Abby Richter 

(Katherine Heigl) finds herself working with local television personality 
Mike Chadway (Gerard Butler). In Chadway’s late-night show, “The 
Ugly Truth,” he states that men only want one thing in relationships. 
Richter, a hopeless romantic but terrible flirt, defends true love. To 
prove her wrong, Chadway promises he can win her the guy she 
has her eye on, a doctor named Colin (Eric Winter) 
as long as she follows his tips. Otherwise, he will 
quit her program. Though a few mishaps occur, 
Chadway’s plan works perfectly when Colin 
falls for Richter. However, it then falls apart 
when Chadway and Richter begin to fall for 
each other.

Much of the movie focuses on the things 
men and women really care about in relation-
ships-- looks, personality, money, etc. So what do 
the students of Timberland look for in romance? 
Are we really as shallow as Chadway argues? What 
is Timberland’s ugly truth?

Th e Wolf ’s Howl
 Timberland HS
Wentzville, Mo.

Th e Northwest Passage
 Shawnee Mission Northwest HS

Shawnee, Kan.

Northern Lights
 North Central HS
Indianapolis, Ind.

Th e Surveyor
 George Washington HS

Denver, Colo.
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Le Journal
 Notre Dame de Sion Prep School
Kansas City, Mo.

Th e Rock
 Rock Canyon HS
Highlands Ranch, Colo.

Th e Crimson Courier
 Cypress Woods HS
Cypress, Texas
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